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Secretary General of the Dominican Republic's Communist Party, Narciso Isa Conde, told reporters
Dec. 10 that US officials are preparing to train Nicaraguan contras at a location southwest of the
capital city, Santo Domingo. The preparations, he said, are underway at installations formerly used
by Alcoa in bauxite mining operations in the Cabo Rojo area of Pedernales province, some 325
km. west of Santo Domingo and a few kilometers from the Haitian border. At an evening press
conference, the PCD leader presented photographs and details of the contra training plans, and the
arrival of weapons shipments in US military planes with the assistance of the Dominican military.
Isa Conde said the operation was headed by military chief John McFarlane, a cousin of the former
US national security adviser, Robert McFarlane. In a telephone interview with Cuban news agency
PRENSA LATINA, Isa Conde stated that the party had information and photographs showing
that a radar station was installed by the US at Punta Aguila. He claimed that 11 new US advisers
have recently arrived in the Dominican Republic. According to the party leader, the advisers are
currently teaching a course for 18 Dominicans who will later train the contras. Isa Conde told
reporters that a US Air Force plane landed at the San Isidro airport on Nov. 23, offloaded a large
quantity of weapons, and returned the same day to the Roosevelt base in Puerto Rico. He said the
weapons unloaded at that time were originally destined to Iran, but as a result of the controversy
in Washington over the Iran arms deal, the weapons were airlifted to the Dominican Republic
for use by the contras. The weapons transfer operation, said Conde, occurred under the cover of
operations to limit drug-trafficking in the region. The Communist Party, he said, is demanding an
"explanation" from President Joaquin Balaguer for the recent weapons transfers and plans to train
contras on Dominican soil. According to Isa Conde, the Dominican government has submitted to
US demands in this affair as a result of the nation's difficult economic situation. On the same day
the US Embassy in Santo Domingo denied that contras are to be trained at a military base located
in the southwestern region of the country. Meanwhile, the Dominican government announced that
a mobile radar had been installed at the location for the purpose of monitoring drug-trafficking
operations. A US Embassy spokesperson, who requested anonymity, told the Associated Press that
stories about US intentions to train Nicaraguan contras in the Dominican Republic are "ridiculous."
The spokesperson said a mobile radar unit has been placed in the country, on request by the
Dominican government, and that questions about the radar "should be addressed to the Ministry
of the Armed Forces." A Dominican military source consulted by AP said the southwest region
of the country had previously been "totally unprotected" against the clandestine entry of drug
traffickers' planes and boats. As a result, he said, the radar was installed in the area for purposes
of supporting Puerto Rican police operations. The Dominican Republic generally supports US
initiatives in international forums, and the country receives considerable military and economic aid
from Washington. (Basic data from AP, 12/10/86; PRENSA LATINA, 12/10/86)
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